TRAVEL-DIARY

nor denied this: 'But we must not expect them to come to
us,' he said. 'We must go to them/

Somebody mentioned Hitler's Reichstag speech, 'I think
Germany is very silly,9 said General Wu. 'She says that
Japan defends against Bolshevism; unless Japan would
fight, China goes Communist. But Germany is wrong* China
will not go Communist; but if war continues a long time,
Japan she goes Bolshevist. China has four hundred million
peoples, Japan one hundred million; but there are more
Communist agitators in Japan than in whole of China/

'So you think Communism's impossible in China?'
Auden asked.

'China agricultural country. I have thousand acres. I
have ten sons. They have only hundred acres. In China
there are no big landlords. Every Chinese man must have
a house, he must marry; then he has credit with society/

Here General Wu was interrupted by a servant, who
brought a message to say that the Japanese were raiding
the railway, near the frontier between Kwantung and the
New Territories. cThe Japanese mind', he observed, 'is
funny. It can get everything without war, but it must
make war. Japan doesn't think like other nations,. *. But
Great Britain', he appealed suddenly to us9 cshe can stop
this war?'

Yes, we agreed, she could stop it. But would she? Ah.. *.
There was a moment's embarrassed silence* Then the
Governor tactfully indicated that lunch was over.

We spent the next two days chiefly in shopping and
wandering about the city. Neither of us could ever tire of
walking the streets: there was so much to see. The com*
monest shops seemed to be barbers and apothecaries,
whose windows exhibited deer-horn (to cure impotence)
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